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We develop and coordinate transnational studies on:
• Integrated Maritime Policy
• Maritime Spatial Planning
• Blue growth and assessment of future uses
• Innovative and sustainable marine uses
• Integrated management of estuaries
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Who are we?
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Today is a special day…
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21st of September 2001
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VASAB Ministerial Conference 2001

Wismar Declaration (21st Sept 2001):
Equally include offshore and landside coastal areas.

Growing spatial conflicts in coastal waters like the
one between offshore wind-mill parks and
disturbed sea traffic show a need to apply

instruments of spatial planning.
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MSP History – in Baltic and Europe
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MSP Projects - Building on each other

2001 2004 2008 2012 2014 2016 2018

=> Introduced concept of sea use planning

=> MSP Handbook with Planning Cycle

8 MSP Pilots
BaltSeaPlan Vision 2030
BaltSeaPlan Reports & Findings

Transnational Sector Dialogues
BSR MSP Goverance System

Transnational Hot Spots
Planning Forum
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Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) in the BSR

Development of joint recommendations for an
integrated coastal zone development strategy

Integrate them in the overall strategy for
sustainable development in the BSR.

This could help to implement the
recommendation on ICZD on national, regional

and local level leading to institutional and
procedural changes.
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BaltCoast Recommendations (2005)

Use the strengths of spatial planning for
cross-sector coordination in offshore development:
•Promote preparation of spatial plans for offshore areas
•Use territorial impact assessment tools for projects

Introduce tools and methods for
spatial coordination of offshore uses
•Improve availability and accessibility of mapped information
•Define basic national policies for offshore development which are
coordinated cross-sectorally
•Improve effectiveness of cross-border consultation for offshore
development plans & projects
•Prepare indicative guidelines for content & procedures of offshore
spatial planning
•Apply ICZM principles in offshore planning
•Ensure wide involvement of stakeholders in planning for offshore
development
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BaltCoast Recommendations (2)

Improve transnational discussion and concertation process
• Continued dialogue with HELCOM, Baltic 21, VASAB, EU

Commission on principles of offshore spatial planning
• Seek continued consultation with the EU regarding

recommendations on ICZM, EIA and SEA directive
• Develop transnationally concerted plans for offshore

infrastructure corridors
• Promote transnational research & pilot projects
• Promote experience exchange with other regions



4th June 2019 11www.sustainable-projects.eu

1st MSP adopted in German Baltic Sea - (2005)
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MSP History – in Baltic and Europe

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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Defining the Planning Process (2008)

PlanCoast Handbook on IMSP

Schultz-Zehden, A., et al., PlanCoast (2008)



4th June 2019 14www.sustainable-projects.eu

MSP History – in Baltic and Europe

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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What was BaltSeaPlan?

Expert Workshop: Learning from MSP in the Baltic Sea Region.
Brussels, 20 March 2013. Kira Gee. wwwbaltseaplan.eu
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BaltSeaPlan Vision (2011)

Pan-Baltic Topics....
•Healthy marine environment
•Coherent pan-Baltic energy policy
•Safe, clean and efficient maritime transport
•Sustainable fisheries

How would we like to see in the region by 2030 -
how can MSP help to get there?

Extend our planning horizon –
increase sphere of influence

rather than wait for things to happen
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Action Agenda of the VASAB Long Term Perspective (2009)

Sea fully integrated
Actions related to MSP

Action 14: Motorways of the Sea ...

Action 15: Intelligent sea transport corridors ….

Action 17: BSR Energy Supergrid …

Action 20: Common approach for Baltic Sea MSP

Action 21: Demonstration projects for areas of severe
use conflicts (e.g. Gulf of Finland, Gulf of Riga, …..)

Action 22: Capacity building actions in MSP
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A Healthy Marine Environment 2030

> Good Environmental Status achieved; pollution and nutrient inputs
substantially reduced / good water quality achieved

> Important biota & habitats protected / high biodiversity achieved

Spatial planning implications:
>Habitat connectivity is ensured
>Environmental data translated into spatial information
>Research is more spatially focused; natural science
research forms basis for quality objectives
>Transnational evaluation criteria
have been developed
>Impacts of uses are evaluated across borders

Ecosystem approach as an overarching principle for MSP
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A coherent pan-Baltic energy policy 2030

> The Baltic Sea Region relies on as much renewable energy as possible

> An allocation has been achieved between BSR countries in terms of which
renewables are to be realised where depending on specific conditions; some
countries will be net importers / others net exporters of renewable energy

> Offshore wind-farming has been realised in suitable areas

MSP Implications:
> A pan-Baltic energy infrastructure (SuperGRID) is in place
> Land- / sea-based grids well integrated
> Cable connections / oil & gas pipelines bundled in corridors
> Space set aside for renewable energy aims
> Co-uses promoted
> Locations outside risk areas & sensitive areas, based on

environmental pre-screening & risk assessment of sites
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Safe, clear and efficient Maritime Transport 2030

> Sea transport is an integral part of wider Baltic Sea Region transport policy
with well-planned hinterland connections

> Separation schemes are in place – safe and efficient shipping along
designated routes: Faster / less dangerous along these routes

> Ships use clean fuel and ports have adapted to this

MSP Implications:
> Ports and shipping lanes based on integrated view
> Intelligent corridors / routes established; not

impeded by fixed installations
> Rearrangement of shipping lanes possible
> Areas where shipping needs to be avoided or

compulsory pilotage systems put in place
> Transnational contingency planning



4th June 2019 21www.sustainable-projects.eu

Sustainable fisheries and aquaculture 2030

> Baltic Sea fisheries (incl mariculture) deliver high quality food AND are managed in such way
that sustainable stocks are secured & integrity of ecosystems is preserved

> Established fishing practices in the Baltic are supplemented by extensive sea ranching schemes

> Marine aquaculture (incl. algae & mussel cultivation) has gained relevance, but is only allowed
where environmentally sound

MSP Implications:
> Blue Corridors for fish are guaranteed
> Spawning & nursery areas are protected
> No-take rules and management practices

have been implemented
> Area for marine aquaculture have been carefully

selected
> Fisheries management legislation has been revised

according to MSP needs
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Key messages: From MSP Principles to Planning Principles

> Pan-Baltic Thinking....
the whole Baltic Sea as ONE planning space
and ONE ecosystem
> Pan-Baltic Objectives & Targets....
For environment, energy, transport, fisheries
> Spatial allocation based on....
Baltic Sea wide environmental assessment
Socio-economic cost-benefit analysis
> Spatial connectivity....
Linear infrastructure, corridors and patches
form backbone of national MSPs
> Spatial efficiency....

Baltic Sea space is used sparingly
Maximize use of “used” space – co-use
Leave as much space ‘free’ as possible

> Spatial subsidiarity....
Spatial challenges are dealt with at the
lowest most appropriate spatial level



4th June 2019 23www.sustainable-projects.eu

Appropriate structures
–National MSP Authorities
–Transnational cooperation
–MSP coordinating body

Transnational Consultation &
Stakeholder involvement

Pan-Baltic Data
management &
Monitoring

Important elements of pan-Baltic MSP (2011)
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MSP History – in Baltic and Europe

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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1. Sustainable management

2. Ecosystem approach

3. Long term perspective and objectives

4. Precautionary Principle

5. Participation and Transparency

6. High quality data and information basis

7. Transnational coordination and consultation

8. Coherent terrestrial and maritime spatial planning

9. Planning adapted to characteristics and special
conditions at different areas

10. Continuous planning

HELCOM-VASAB MSP Principles on broad scale MSP
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PartiSEApate: Multi-Level / Transnational MSP Governance
2012 - 2014
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Suggested improvements to consultation process (2014)
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MSP Governance system in the Baltic Sea Region (2014)
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MSP History – in Baltic and Europe

2001 2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021
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Hot-spot areas for planning
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Hot-spot area matrix
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Coherent Linear Infrastructure

Energy Shipping
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Where are we today?
An (objective / subjective) assessment
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MSP authorities in all EU Member States

Ministry of Business and Growth
Ministry of Finance

Ministry of the Environment
Federal Ministry of Transport and Digital Infrastructure

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency
Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ministry of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government
Belgian Minister of the North Sea

Ministry of Construction and Physical Planning
Ministry of Transport, Communications and Work

Ministry of Environmental protection and Regional Development
Environment and Planning Authority

Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment
Ministry of Maritime Economy and Inland Navigation

Ministry of the Sea
Ministry of Regional Development and Public Administration

Ministry of the Environment and Spatial Planning
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Environment

Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Ministry of Environment and Energy

samples from
23 EU coastal

Member States
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Baltic Principles => EU Directive Minimum requirements

1. Sustainable management

2. Ecosystem approach

3. Long term perspective and objectives

4. Precautionary Principle

5. Participation and Transparency

6. High quality data and information basis

7. Transnational coordination and
consultation

8. Coherent terrestrial and maritime
spatial planning

9. Planning adapted to characteristics and
special conditions at different areas

10. Continuous planning

Member States shall
•take into account land-sea interactions;

•take into account environmental, economic and social

aspects, as well as safety aspects;

•aim to promote coherence between maritime spatial

planning and the resulting plan or plans and other

processes, such as ICZM or equivalent formal or informal

practices;

•ensure the involvement of stakeholders

•organise the use of the best available data

•ensure trans-boundary cooperation between Member

States

•promote cooperation with third countries in accordance
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MSP processes everywhere –
different planning timelines/experiences
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Different ways of mapping



4th June 2019 38www.sustainable-projects.eu

ONE approach possible?

• Difference in maritime & territorial space
• Different environmental, economic, social conditions
• Political borders do not always match ecosystem borders
• Tension between national interests and

transnational interests in a given sea-basin
• Difference in maritime priorities
• Difference in governance systems
• Difference in planning cultures
• Differences in MSP authorities competences
• Communication, data and information sharing
• MSP development at different stages
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But nevertheless solutions possible
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Cross-border planning issues
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More and more tools…. used?
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Handbooks, toolkits and Platforms
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Recommendations on transboundary consultation
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Handbook on Multi-Level Stakeholder involvement

PartiSEApate
stakeholder checklists

for each step e.g.
stocktake
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EBA Toolbox
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Pan-Baltic MSP Data infrastructure BASEMAPS
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Mapping of human activities

4th June 2019 47

Cumulative impacts

www.sustainable-projects.eu
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Connectivity
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Ocean Multi-Use Action Plan

Definition/Scope of the MU

State of Development/Future Potential

Drivers/Benefits, Barriers/Negative Impacts

Logical Framework

Objectives

Actions/Recommendations
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Understanding / comparison of Planning criteria
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Assessment of legal frameworks



4th June 2019 52www.sustainable-projects.eu

Understanding of different steps in process and timeframe
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Monitoring and evaluation of transboundary planning
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Where are we in view of our vision 2030 ?
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Multi-level governance
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MSP cooperation – a long-term process
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Scenarios and strategic choices

High level of trustLow level of trust

Passive MSP

Active MSP

Lonely
islands

Archipelago

Orchestra

Dump

Passive MSP:
all important decisions are taken
outside the MSP planning domain.

Active MSP:
the process is used for revealing
and aggregation of preferences of
different stakeholders with regard
to the sea space.

High level of trust:
Baltic nations can easily agree on
the most beneficial, from BSR point
of view, locations of different sea
activities & the benefits out of
them are  shared  in a fair way.
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A growing MSP community –
a new generation of planners



Still a lot to be done:
•Sectors
•Politicans
•Choices
•Knowledge
• Implementation
•Evaluation
•Adaptation
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BUT: MSP – an iterative process
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Thank you!

Angela Schultz-Zehden
asz@sustainable-projects.eu

info@msp-platform.eu

@EU_MSP_Platform

Transboundary Collaboration in
MSP in the Baltic Sea Region
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Thank you!
And continue to share...

Angela Schultz-Zehden
asz@sustainable-projects.eu

info@msp-platform.eu

@EU_MSP_Platform


